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Background

* Gambia very similar to other peer countries at
beginning of WWII:
 Civil labels from 1 Sep 1939
* Civil handstamps from 4 Mar 1941

* All changed in Feb 1942 with arrival of team
of five Imperial Censors

* Reverted to local only from summer 1942.
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USA Enters the War

e Pearl Harbour...

* USA ceased supplying fuel to LATI in Brazil,
instantly closing the service

e Pan Am ‘LATI Substitute’ service commenced

* Agreement to intercept mail at Bathurst for
inspection by allies.




Pan Am LATT Substitute Spring 1942

* Two basic options:

> Northern Routes 7 & 8
via Lisbon to be
censored in Bermuda

> Southern Routes 5, 7 &
8 via Lisbon to be
censored in Bathurst

e At least, that was the 7
plan... [

Map after Peter Wingent: thanks!



Planned Operations at Bathurst

* Mail to be split into three groups

» ‘Non-enemy’ transit mail to be censored as best as
possible and forwarded to destination as soon as possible

» Enemy transit mail to be separated and forwarded to
London by BOAC route from Lagos which called at
Bathurst

» Terminal mail, i.e. to or from Gambia, to be ignored by
Imperial Censors

e But...




Calls at Bathurst

e (Concerns raised

» Political pressure from Brazil re interception of mail

» Commercial pressure re delay in transit times

* Most flights did not call at Bathurst
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Route 5: 3 called, 11 missed

Route 7: 5 call

Route 8: 4 cal

led, 7 missed

led, 8 missed

In total, only 12 of 38 flights between January and July

1942 called at Bathurst for allied censorship.



British Imperial Censors sent to Bathurst
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Arrived at Bathurst on 12 Feb 1942, via Freetown
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Handstamps used by Imperial Censors at Bathurst
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Enemy Mail Forwarded to London
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5 June 1942 - Germany to Argentina. Censored in Berlin, then (probably) by Pan Am Flight 8008 from Lisbon
destined for Natal. Intercepted in Bathurst and forwarded to London where it was censored by Examiner 6361.
iK€y to have been sent to New York by Pan Am Route 3, then FAM 6 to Argentina.
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8 July 1942 - Germany to Argentina. Censored in Berlin, then by Pan Am Flight 8012 from Lisbon to Natal,

but intercepted in Bathurst and forwarded to London where it was censored by Examiner 824.
CONDEMNED by London censor and RELEASED at the end of the war.



Demise of Bathurst Censorship

By July 1942 it was decided that the delays
caused by censorship in Bathurst were
unacceptable

The San Juan agreement came into force, and
allied censorship moved to Puerto Rico

The Imperial censor team in Bathurst was
redeployed in December 1942.
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